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PPMA Group of Associations 

appoints James Causebrook as 

its new chairman, taking over

from David Barber who has 

steered the trade association 

safely through the pandemic

There are three opportunities 

to attend the fundamentals of

field service PPMA training 

course that runs over 2 days

charlotte.paget@ppma.co.uk

A condition monitoring sensor, 

which is described as a rugged 

bolt-on device, delivers real-time, 

continuous service data from 

electric motors, pumps, fans and 

conveyors in harsh environments

Find out more on page 18
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Securing production
Our feature this issue covers technologies that ensure

product safety that when installed, help to avoid any 

product recalls caused by flawed products/packaging

INSTALLATIONSA weighing andpacking solutiondelivers asustainableoption
for carrotsnack

packs

New ideas brought to life
● news & views ● new machinery ● installations
● exhibition news ● regulations/legislation
● components ●  events & people

Plus in-depth features on end user markets
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market
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The seminar programme at this 

year’s PPMA Show includes a

presentation from Amazon Web

Services and Cumulocity IoT on

Packaging Transformed: AI, IoT

and smart industrial innovations

The PPMA Show returns to

the NEC, Birmingham this 

September (26-28), so register 

now for your free visitor badge

www.ppmashow.co.uk

GEA UK has launched a scheme

to support customers aiming to

increase productivity and also

reduce waste and energy usage

by upgrading their old machinery

to more efficient equivalents

Find out more on page 15
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Our preview of what’s new at this year’s PPMA Show

covers 70 pages of this issue, and it is complemented

by a comprehensive sustainable manufacturing feature

PPMA Show Preview
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The first ever Automation UK

exhibition organised by BARA

takes place this June at the CBS 

Arena in Coventry from 20 – 21

which will be co-located with 

the Machine Vision Conference

If you missed our first sector

eBulletin covering the latest

developments in robotics, 

you can find it on our website

www.machineryupdate.co.uk

Although Multivac’s new series 

of tray sealers are compact, they 

still offer the same high output 

as the existing TX 7 and TX 8 

series, along with reliability, 

hygiene and ease of operation

Find out more on page 12
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Fulfilling eCommerce 

Our feature this issue covers technologies that meet the

need for not just sourcing sustainable materials but also

combining them with productivity at eCommerce facilities

INSTALLATIONSA 36 head twin weigher will be installed to meet demandfor popularsweets brands

Self-support and helpdesk
printer services are offered

M arkem-Imaje introduced its MiVista connected 

printer services at PACK 

EXPO, which is designed to 

streamline and improve daily 

coding operations across the 

printer fleet. Using a tested 

and proven IoT platform – 

developed with knowledge 

gathered across 17,000-plus 

software installations and 

honed by analysing data 

from over 4,000 printers 

in the field – the services 

provide manufacturers with 

continuous insight and support. 

MiVista services empower 

customers to: • Operate efficiently:

T

W

Visitors were keen to
see new technologies 

Back in Chicago after 4 years, 

PACK EXPO saw over 44,000

attendees come together for the 

most comprehensive packaging 

and processing event of the year, 

according to organisers PMMI. 

Over 2,200 exhibiters greeted 

visitors last autumn, and here, 

we highlight just some of the 

products on show from PPMA 

members stands at this major 

international exhibition…

increases uptime and also 

reduces costs. 
• Resolve quickly: Advanced 

The new MiVista platform on show features advanced security protocols

T

W

Barry Wehmiller 
group showed latest

technology on offerBW Packaging Systems showcased 

several customer-focused solutions 

from Accraply, BW Flexible Systems 

and BW Integrated Systems at 

PACK-EXPO. This year’s stand 

highlighted the shared progress 

BW Packaging Systems and its 

customers have made solving 

prominent industry challenges 

through ongoing dialogue about 

labour shortages, sustainability and 

food safety standards.MID-SPEED PALLETISER

BW Integrated Systems’ Maximus 

mid-speed case palletiser, which 

meets increased customer demand for 

a flexible high-level palletiser, made 

its first appearance on the stand, while 

BW Flexible Systems’ Hayssen ISB 

vertical form, fill and seal machine, 

returned to PACK EXPO after 

its successful debut at PACK EXPO 

Las Vegas in 2021. Leveraging the 

latest technology in intelligent, 

sanitary bagging for food, this 

solution includes several improved 

features that have been added 

after a year of conversations with 

end users.Accraply’s new MK6 pressure-

sensitive/TE band labelling solution 

was also on display. With Accraply’s 

SmartLink HMI as a standard 

feature, the MK6 brings together 

labelling and tamper-evident 

sleeving in a single solution. It is 

specifically designed to meet the 

demands of fast-moving, highly 

flexible production lines.
W www.accraply.com

W www.bwflexiblesystems.com

W www.bwintegratedsystems.com

Pack Expo Review

24 MACHINERY UPDATE JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2023 www.machineryupdate.co.uk

vertical form, fill and seal machine, 

returned to PACK EXPO after 

its successful debut at PACK EXPO 

Las Vegas in 2021. Leveraging the 

latest technology in intelligent, 

sanitary bagging for food, this 

solution includes several improved 

features that have been added 

after a year of conversations with 

end users.Accraply’s new MK6 pressure-

sensitive/TE band labelling solution 

was also on display. With Accraply’s 

SmartLink HMI as a standard 

feature, the MK6 brings together 

labelling and tamper-evident 

sleeving in a single solution. It is 

specifically designed to meet the 

demands of fast-moving, highly 

flexible production lines.
www.accraply.comwww.bwflexiblesystems.com

www.bwintegratedsystems.com

First Automation UK event helps
visitors to become more efficient

Preview
18 MACHINERY UPDATE MAY/JUNE 2023 www.machineryupdate.co.uk

Epson offers a full range of options

CPX-API/APA distributed I/O 
and bus driven valve terminal 
ranges. The company’s 
applications engineers will be 
on-hand at the show and in its 
Customer Applications centre 
to support implementations 
and to help users to get up 
and running quickly.
W www.festo.co.uk

Epson Europe
This year, Epson celebrates 40 
years of producing industrial 
robots, with 80,000+ units 
installed in factories globally. 
Its product range includes 
SCARA robots, 6-axis robots, 
and all-in-one series robots, 
supporting customers with 
manufacturing and smart 
production in industries such 
as automotive, life sciences, 
and consumer products. 
The company seeks to 
continue helping customers 
innovate and improve their 
product quality while cutting 
production costs. 
W www.epson.co.uk/robots

Automation UK sees
leading players gather
Taking place at the CBS Arena
in Coventry on 20 - 21 June, 
the very first Automation UK
highlights the latest robotics &
automation solutions to benefit
visitors’ operational efficiency.
Owned and organised by the
British Automation & Robot
Association (BARA), over
50 exhibitors, along with 
a full seminar programme, 
will greet visitors to the event.
For free registration, visit
www.automation-uk.co.uk

Robotiq’s off-the-shelf 
screwdriving solution which 
can transform a cobot into an 
efficient screwdriving cell will 
be show, along with a robotic 
polishing demonstration. 
The MiR250 mobile robot 
will also be on the stand.
W www.rarukautomation.com

Valve terminal ranges are versatile

Indu-Sol
Indu-Sol says with its new 
PROmesh B8 industrial 
switch, a high performance 
and reliable switch has 
arrived on the market 
to address the price 
and performance-savvy 
machine and plant builders’ 
sectors. The PROmesh B8 is 
simultaneously PROFINET 
and Ethernet IP certified, 
which makes product 
procurement, 
integration 
and 
maintenance 
significantly 
simpler for 
companies 
that operate 
globally. 

The 
managed 
switch saves 
valuable 
time and 
personnel resources 
for the installation and 
commissioning, as the
devices can be configured/ 
parameterised automatically 

which makes product 

Suction cups meet specific needs

via TIA or Step 7, for example. 
IP address assignment or 
redundancy settings.
W www.indu-sol.com/en

Piab
Products demonstrated on 
the Piab stand will span a 
wide variety of formats to meet 
needs across many sectors. In 
the spotlight is the company’s 
suction cup range which 
includes a large standard 
offering, along with the latest 
suction cups that have been 
developed for specialist 
applications, including the 
BGX for flimsy film bags, 
as well as the egg and fruit 
specific suction cups. 
Visitors are invited to discuss 
specific applications to find 
out what vacuum solutions 
can be provided.  
W www.piab.com

The PROmesh B8

wenglor
Among products that 
visitors to the wenglor stand 
can discuss is the new 
triangulation laser distance 
sensors from the P3 series 
that can provide precise 
measurement results at 
distances of up to 1,000 mm. 
It’s not just the high accuracy 
that’s world-class, but also 
the intuitive operation 
concept, the high-quality 
aluminium housing and the 
built-in TripleA technology 
that gives the P3 series 
the status of gamechanger 
for triangulation sensors 
in industrial automation, 
says the company. 
W www.wenglor.com

RARUK can meet many robotic needs

Festo will be showing how 
easy it is to swap from one PLC 
manufacturer to another when 
using the Festo CMMT multi-
protocol servo and stepper 
drives, and the versatile new 

RARUK Automation
RARUK Automation will be 
highlighting a wide range 
of its latest robotic solutions 
including two Universal 
Robots collaborative robot 
(cobot) application solutions, 
a Mobile Industrial Robots’ 
autonomous mobile robot 
and the ER-FLEX mobile 
cobot which will be loading 
and unloading a mock 
CNC machine. wenglor’s sensors are very accurate

FEATURES
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MiVista services empower 

customers to: Operate efficiently: Real-

time visibility and printer 

alerts provide increased 

self-sufficiency and 
automated risk monitoring… 

anytime, anywhere. 
• Improve continuously:  

Predictive analytics, 
automated improvement 

alerts and proactive 
prevention advice from 

Markem helpdesk experts 

deliver 360-degree printer 

performance insight which 

various levels of functionality 

to suit the operational style of 

each customer individually.” 

MiVista works seamlessly 

increases uptime and also 

reduces costs. 
• Resolve quickly: Advanced 

remote diagnostic 

Robopac and OCME 
demonstrated its end of line 

packaging solutions at PACK 

EXPO that the Aetna Group 

has developed to effectively 

meet the needs of different 

product sectors. Among the technologies on 

show was the Robot S7, the 

flexible, standalone unit with 

stretch film and R-Connect 

technology, in line with all 

industry 4.0 requirements 

and ideal for handling 
products of any size, shape 

and weight. 

Group demonstrated a range of end of line

equipment as well as case packer options 

The new MiVista platform on show features advanced security protocols

BW Packaging Systems and its 

customers have made solving 

prominent industry challenges 

through ongoing dialogue about 

labour shortages, sustainability and 

food safety standards.MID-SPEED PALLETISER

BW Integrated Systems’ Maximus 

mid-speed case palletiser, which 

meets increased customer demand for 

a flexible high-level palletiser, made 

its first appearance on the stand, while 

BW Flexible Systems’ Hayssen ISB 

vertical form, fill and seal machine, 

returned to PACK EXPO after 

its successful debut at PACK EXPO 

Las Vegas in 2021. Leveraging the 

latest technology in intelligent, 

sanitary bagging for food, this 

solution includes several improved 

features that have been added 

after a year of conversations with Accraply’s new MK6 pressure-

sensitive/TE band labelling solution 

was also on display. With Accraply’s 
feature, the MK6 brings together 

Feature: Automation, robotics & vision systems

C ama has delivered a 
turnkey line to Hawaiian 

Host that can pack over 

1,500 chocolate packs per 

minute (ppm) precisely, 

positively and delicately in an array 

of different packaging formats. 

In fact, the line handles naked 

chocolate-covered macadamia 

products in three shapes, 

15 packaging counts, 17 packaging 

formats and five SKU styles at this 

throughput speed.    
The turnkey line developed by 

Cama uses robots equipped with 

Gimatic grippers. These are used 

to pick naked chocolates from feed 

rows on a conveyor before then 

gently placing them into PET trays 

that arrive in parallel from 

a de-nester. The chocolates’ quality, shape 

and position on the belt are 

determined using a special 3D laser 

scanner supplied by Univision.

Once each tray is full, they are 

loaded singly or in pairs (with 

a cushion sheet) into a carton 

tray before a lid is formed and 

tucked into the tray. The finished 

product is a completed box 

containing anything from four to 

32 chocolates. These boxes are then 

fed through an x-ray machine and 

check weigher before heading to 

a case packer at the end of the line.

The line is also capable of bulk 

packaging, which is also used as 

Turnkey linedelivers gainconfidence with its team by taking 

Cama has deployed
mechanical design

skills through to

Artisan chocolates
are handled gently

and at high speed

Hawaii-based production facilities, 

as it is often a challenge to quickly 
Cama says the variables in this 

solution demanded a digitalised 

solution. “This line benefits from 

our full Industry 4.0 offering and 

T

W
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First Automation UK event helps
visitors to become more efficient
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Epson offers a full range of options

Epson Europe
This year, Epson celebrates 40 
years of producing industrial 
robots, with 80,000+ units 
installed in factories globally. 
Its product range includes 
SCARA robots, 6-axis robots, 
and all-in-one series robots, 
supporting customers with 
manufacturing and smart 
production in industries such 
as automotive, life sciences, 
and consumer products. 
The company seeks to 
continue helping customers 
innovate and improve their 
product quality while cutting 
production costs. 
W www.epson.co.uk/robots

Automation UK sees
leading players gather
Taking place at the CBS Arena
in Coventry on 20 - 21 June, 
the very first Automation UK
highlights the latest robotics &
automation solutions to benefit
visitors’ operational efficiency.
Owned and organised by the
British Automation & Robot
Association (BARA), over
50 exhibitors, along with 
a full seminar programme, 
will greet visitors to the event.
For free registration, visit
www.automation-uk.co.uk

Festo 
Festo will be showing how 
easy it is to swap from one PLC 
manufacturer to another when 
using the Festo CMMT multi-
protocol servo and stepper 
drives, and the versatile new 
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News

PRE-BOOKED VISITS GIVE BEST CLIENT OUTCOMES 

Getting on board for results

Apex Dynamics is taking The Gearbus on the road around the UK this 

year to provide a novel solution to tackling customers’ motion control 

problems. It was born out of an idea for a convenient demo facility 

that could go directly to customers, and it is now out and about taking 

problem solving options straight to their premises. 

E sales@apexdynauk.com

Automation UK is a new exhibition

interpack is back to

offer visitors a host

of new developments

T
he international 

exhibition that is 

interpack is opening its 

doors again in Düsseldorf this 

May, following a COVID-19 

enforced six-year hiatus 

with aims to celebrate the 

long-awaited reunion of the 

global packaging industry. 

Greeting visitors to the 

seven day event (4-10 May)

will be about 2,700 exhibitors 

representing key players 

and newcomers from 

around the world. Many of 

these participants will, say 

organisers Messe Düsseldorf, 

Co-located events

will answer today’

manufacturing needs

Save the date – 20-21 June – 

for the new Automation UK

exhibition from BARA to 

be held in Coventry which 

will be co-located with the 

established UKIVA Machine 

Vision Conference that is 

relocating from its usual one-day 

residency in Milton Keynes.

This new exhibition will 

showcase products from leading 

robotics and also automation 

companies during the two days 

at the CBS Arena in Coventry, 

while MVC has over 40 technical 

seminars as well as an exhibition 

showcasing the latest innovations 

in industrial vision technology.

W www.automation-uk.co.uk

W machinevisionconference.co.uk

years, and to complement 

the exhibits, new special 

areas and promotions include 

‘Spotlight talks & trends’ 

which each day, will have a 

different focus topic including 

W

•

W

The Düsseldorf show has 18 hallsNew premises will

improve processes

and cut lead times

After nearly 40 years, Pennine 

Industrial Equipment has moved 

into new business premises which 

has expanded the production 

and office space by 50%. 

As well as more space, the 

The new facility is bringing gains

STEM day success

continues this year

Stretford High School is one 

of the latest secondary schools 

to enjoy a STEM day delivered 

by PPMA Business Education 

Skills and Training. Its science 

teacher and STEM coordinator 

Abdul Hamza felt the delivery 

was exceptional, well timed 

and engaging for his pupils.

W www.ppma.co.uk/ppma-best

Pupils were inspired by the day

MVC will now run across two days

and newcomers from 

around the world. Many of 

these participants will, say 

organisers Messe Düsseldorf, 

show how to change the 
W www.automation-uk.co.uk

W machinevisionconference.co.uk

‘Spotlight talks & trends’ 

which each day, will have a 

different focus topic including 

logistics, circular economy, 

sustainability, digital 

technologies, product safety 

and also eCommerce. 

 www.interpack.com

 A 26-page interpack preview 

includes new products on show

along with ticketing details

Call for entries for

the young woman 

engineer of the year

To mark 2023’s International 

Women’s Day in March, the 

Institution of Engineering and 

Technology (IET) launched 

the call for entries for its 2023 

Young Woman Engineer of the 

Year Awards by the submission 

deadline of 3 July 2023.

The awards celebrate 

women working in modern 

engineering – and aim to help 

change the perception that 

engineering is predominantly 

a career for men, and seek to 

find role models who can help 

address the UK science and 

engineering skills crisis by 

promoting engineering careers 

to more girls and women. 

 youngwomenengineer.theiet.org

has expanded the production 

and office space by 50%. 

As well as more space, the 

building has been fully customised 

to allow for improved operational 

flow and increased production 

output. The new premises were 

selected as they are less than 

STEM day success

continues this year

Stretford High School is one 

of the latest secondary schools 

to enjoy a STEM day delivered 

by PPMA Business Education 

Skills and Training. Its science 

teacher and STEM coordinator 

Abdul Hamza felt the delivery 

was exceptional, well timed 

and engaging for his pupils.

W www.ppma.co.uk/ppma-best

Pupils were inspired by the day

MVC will now run across two days
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BUSINESS LINE MANAGER FOR TRANSPORT AT TÜV SÜD

Regul
ations

L
ithium-ion batteries 

are found in virtually 

all types of electrical 

and electronic devices, 

including advanced industrial 

equipment. While technology 

development has advanced 

over the last few decades, 

it has also presented new 

fire and explosion risks. 

For industrial environments, 

the proper storage and risk 

management of lithium-ion 

batteries is critical; and there 

are a wide range of safety 

standards, including IEC 62133,

UN/DOT 38.3 and IEC 62619.  

While battery manufacturers

and developers are continually

improving lithium-ion battery 

design and performance, this 

can make them more vulnerable

to small manufacturing defects

or internal damage from the 

physical impact with another 

object. Variations in battery 

design, and the quality of 

materials and manufacture 

can also cause potential 

safety risks. 

Of course, this problem will 

be magnified if large quantities 

of batteries are stored on-site or 

transported between industrial 

facilities. Fortunately, there 

are important steps that 

operators of industrial facilities 

can take to reduce the risks. 

For example, idle batteries 

in storage are not typically 

subject to internal ignition. 

However, large-scale testing 

has shown that lithium-ion 

batteries behave similarly 

to unexpanded plastic 

commodities in a fire. 

Therefore, sprinkler 

protection should be provided.

Fully charged lithium-ion 

batteries have a higher energy

density and are therefore at 

greater risk of generating 

significant heat from short 

circuiting caused by internal 

defects. It is therefore 

important to ensure that 

lithium-ion batteries stored in 

the longer-term are charged

at levels below 50% charge 

capacity and kept at 

temperatures between 4-27deg C.

This will help to minimise 

the risk of thermal runaway 

from manufacturing defects 

or internal failures.

bins for example, their battery 

terminals should be covered 

with insulating material. 

This will help to ensure 

that the terminals do not 

accidentally come in contact 

with metal or other battery 

contacts that could close the 

battery circuit and result in an 

unintended energy discharge.

Likewise, bins holding 

damaged or discarded 

batteries should be separated 

by at least three metres from all 

other storage areas, as well as 

bins holding other potentially 

combustible materials. 

This separation will help to 

reduce the risk of spreading 

a fire that might originate 

batteries, ensure that battery 

chargers and batteries being 

charged are separated from 

other combustible contents 

by at least three metres.

As lithium-ion batteries 

bring so many positive 

benefits to industrial 

innovation, they will continue 

to evolve as manufacturers 

seek new ways to increase 

battery density and reduce 

size. Therefore, the safety 

of lithium-ion battery 

technology will continue to 

be investigated to address 

unexpected hazards that 

emerge. As we learn more 

about the risks associated 

with the use, bulk storage 

and recycling of lithium-ion

batteries, changes in 

standards and best practices 

can be expected as well. 

It is therefore vital that the 

safety of lithium-ion battery 

technology and its storage 

remains under scrutiny 

so that these evolving hazards 

can be addressed. 

While there are hazards 

For industrial environments, the proper storage and risk management of lithium-ion batteries 

is critical, and so here’s a guide to meeting the wide range of applicable safety standards

i

W

Lithium-ion batteries

must be stored safely

The proper storage along with

risk management are critical in 

avoiding any battery malfunctions 
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Lithium-ion batteries

must be stored safely

to small manufacturing defects

physical impact with another 

materials and manufacture 

Of course, this problem will 

be magnified if large quantities 

of batteries are stored on-site or 

transported between industrial 

facilities. Fortunately, there 

are important steps that 

operators of industrial facilities 

can take to reduce the risks. 

For example, idle batteries 

in storage are not typically 

subject to internal ignition. 

However, large-scale testing 

has shown that lithium-ion 

batteries behave similarly 

to unexpanded plastic 

commodities in a fire. 

Therefore, sprinkler 

protection should be provided.

Fully charged lithium-ion 

While usually safe, as 

lithium-ion battery charging 

can cause safety problems, 

stations designated for 

charging large format batteries 

should be separated from 

other combustible materials 

by at least one metre. 

For larger format batteries, 

such as those used in mobile 

equipment, battery chargers 

and batteries being charged 

should be separated from 

This separation will help to 

reduce the risk of spreading 

a fire that might originate 

amongst discarded or waste 

batteries. In addition, these 

bins should be metal and have 

metal lids whenever practical.

Internal components and 

mechanisms in lithium-ion

batteries are also highly 

susceptible to physical or 

mechanical damage when the 

so that these evolving hazards 

can be addressed. 

While there are hazards 

specific to lithium-ion 

battery storage in industrial 

environments, there are 

fundamental strategies 

that machinery users can 

implement to reduce the 

avoiding any battery malfunctions 
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Less giveaway

for toffee range

T
offee manufacturer 

Walkers Nonsuch has 

invested in a Multipond 

weigher and a bagmaker from 

Purpak to keep up with 

the growing global demand 

for its products. 

The Stoke-on-Trent firm 

was founded in 1894 

and is run today by 

the fifth generation 

of the Walker 

family. Sales of 

the English 

toffee have 

grown 

consistently 

over the 

years and 

is now 

exported 

to over 45 

countries. 

Last year,

the company 

decided to 

invest in 

a new 

high-speed line to allow 

its production output to 

keep up with the growing 

global demand.

The company chose to 

partner with Multipond 

and Purpak to look at its 

packing capabilities and 

invest in the latest options. 

Multipond has an R&D 

facility in High Wycombe 

where Walkers was invited 

to bring its products to 

carry out packing trials. 

The results of these trials 

demonstrated that 

its confectionery 

products could 

be packed at 

speeds of up 

to 150 bags 

per minute. 

The resulting 

Multipond 

weigher 

installed at 

its factory 

is a 16-head 

machine 

with auto 

calibration 

which, as 

well as high 

speed production, has also 

achieved less product 

giveaway for the firm. 

T  01494 471580 

 01494 471580 

W www.multipond.com

YPS provided Bigham’s with invaluable support

Reducing plastics

film use for foods

Y
orkshire 

Packaging 

Systems (YPS) 

has collaborated 

with Bigham’s to 

implement a new 

sustainable shrink 

wrap film for its 

range of up-market 

ready meals. 

YPS has supplied 

a BFFri anti-fog 

shrink film which 

has 30% recycled content. 

“This versatile material 

is extremely lightweight, 

fully recyclable, and has 

been easily integrated into 

the company’s packaging 

machinery,” says Josh Gibson, 

sales director at YPS.

This film has made an 

immediate impact on 

Bigham’s plastics usage by 

delivering a 12.31% overall 

plastics reduction. In addition, 

the plastics reduction, plus the 

use of 30% recycled content, 

has seen an approximate 

carbon footprint reduction 

of 117,000 KG+.

“Collaborating with YPS to 

implement a new packaging 

material has significantly 

impacted our business 

operations,” explains James 

Rhodes, category buyer at 

Bigham’s. “We’ve drastically 

enhanced our sustainability 

credentials by reducing our 

carbon footprint and reliance 

on plastics.

“The service and support 

offered by the team have 

been invaluable, and their 

professionalism is unrivalled.”

The YPS team went into 

Bigham’s to fully implement 

the new material to ensure 

it ran smoothly through the 

business’s system. 

T  01484 715111 
 01484 715111 

W

and is run today by 

the fifth generation 

family. Sales of 

its confectionery 

be packed at 

Walkers Nonsuch is meeting demand

FCC Environmental has 

installed two 7500 litre large 

scale paddle mixers from 

JR Boone at is Knostrop 

Treatment Plant in Leeds to 

stabilise APCR (air pollution 

controlled residue) waste from 

a network of incinerators. 

Chosen for their robustness 

and reliability, the mixers 

are processing 25,000 tonnes 

per annum, producing a 

stable material for safe 

landfill. “We identified the

JR Boone mixers quite early 

on in the project, and chose 

Paddle blade mixers are proving to be an environmentally

safe solution for a treatment plant handling APCR waste

Martin, general 

manager at FCC 

Environmental 

Knostrop.

To cope with 

the harshness 

of the process, 

which sees the 

mixers handle 

acidified water 

to produce a 

‘sludge’ that is 

safe for disposal 

to landfill, 

the mixers are fitted with 

wear-resistant arms and 

is fully entrained by the 

blades, so every part of 

the powder is treated. 

T 01260 272894

W  www.jrboone.com

 www.jrboone.com

them because they are tried 

and tested,” explains Ian Two paddle blade mixers work well at the facility

Instal
lation

s

YPS provided Bigham’s with invaluable support

Reducing plastics

film use for foods

material has significantly 

impacted our business 

operations,” explains James 

Rhodes, category buyer at 

Bigham’s. “We’ve drastically 

enhanced our sustainability 

credentials by reducing our 

carbon footprint and reliance 

on plastics.

“The service and support 

offered by the team have 

been invaluable, and their 

professionalism is unrivalled.”

The YPS team went into 

Bigham’s to fully implement 

the new material to ensure 

it ran smoothly through the 

business’s system. 

 01484 715111 
 01484 715111 

W www.yps.co.uk

Paddle blade mixers are proving to be an environmentally

safe solution for a treatment plant handling APCR waste

manager at FCC 

Environmental 

To cope with 

the harshness 

of the process, 

which sees the 

mixers handle 

acidified water 

the shortest time possible, 

while the ‘omega’ shape 

of the mixing vessel makes 

sure all material in the mix 

is fully entrained by the 

blades, so every part of 

Components

THE NEW RANGE OFFERS MODULAR CONNECTIVITY  

Industry award for modules
The new Han-Modular Domino modules have received industry 
recognition by winning the award for ‘Cables and Connectors Product 
of the Year’ at the inaugural Instrumentation Excellence Awards, 
held last October. These awards recognise and celebrate individuals, 
products and companies from the test, measurement, sensing and 
control sectors, so this award is a prestigious accolade for Harting UK.
W www.harting.com

Cybersecurity options all help to protect the integrity of smart manufacturing 

Latest technology and
solutions to facilitate 
digital journeys shown

Rockwell Automation 
showcased the 
power of data, 

design, cybersecurity and 
sustainability at SPS 2022 in
November and showed how,
through the Connected 
Enterprise, the latest hardware 
and software solutions enable 
manufacturers to be more 
productive.

 At the event, Rockwell 
presented a step-by-step digital 
transformation roadmap that 
comes together through what 
the company envisions as the 
Connected Enterprise. This 
helps end-users and original 

equipment manufacturers 
(OEMs) and system integrators 
identify opportunities and 
achieve business goals by 
harnessing the combined 
power of intelligent devices 
and software across their 
value chain, which provide 
smarter, sustainable, 
and safer connected solutions. 

“OEMs in particular 
saw a variety of exciting 
technologies at our stand,” 
said Dirk Den Haese, director, 
intelligent devices, EMEA, 
Rockwell Automation. 
T  0870 242 5004 0870 242 5004
W  rockwellautomation.co.uk  rockwellautomation.co.uk 
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Top sealer
saves time
and space
With its COS upgrade for the 
top seal module TSM for sealing 
hermetic and cosmetic seals on 
stand-up pouches, Herrmann 
Ultraschall says manufacturers of 
packaging machines will be able 
to perform several work steps 
in just one sealing station. 

Although they do not 
contribute to the security of 
a pack, a cosmetic seal 
suggests an all-around securely 
packaged product and helps to 
create customer trust. 
For manufacturers, however, 
this means that in addition 
to the stations for hermetic 
sealing and cooling, they needed 
another station just to seal 
the cosmetic seal.

In order to save valuable 
space and costs in this process, 
a new function has been added 
to Herrmann’s TSM top seal 
module. As a result, the module 
can now apply the hermetic 
and cosmetic seal in one station. 
A cooling station is not necessary 
because the packaging films only 
heat up in the sealing area inside 
the film. While manufacturers 
of packaging machines save 
valuable space in their line, 
the end users benefit from 
a more compact machine as well 
as lower acquisition costs. 

Top seal modules that have 
already been installed can also be 
supplied with the new upgrade. 

Meanwhile, defective seals 
caused by residual product in the 
sealing zone are prevented with 
the TSM, as the vibrations of 
the ultrasonics displace the 
product from the sealing area.
T 00 49 7248 79 0
W herrmannultraschall.com/en/

Latest technology and
solutions to facilitate 

Top sealer
saves time

check weigher before heading to 

a case packer at the end of the line.

The line is also capable of bulk 

packaging, which is also used as 

a fall back in case of any line issues.

In this instance, carton sheets 

can be fed through the line and 

the delta robots can directly load 

delivers gainconfidence with its team by taking 

a collaborative approach on finding 

the best solutions to its top-level 

priorities. “Clear communication 

and collaboration were essential, 

as equipment projects have 

a high number of variables, and 

it’s critical that an open dialogue 

exists around cost/benefit 

solutions as well as build decisions 

that may impact the equipment 

mechanical design
skills through toelectromechanical

automation options
from Rockwell and

also AR and AI onthis turnkey line to
deliver efficiencies

and ease of use for
Hawaiian Host

Hawaii-based production facilities, 

as it is often a challenge to quickly 

bring technicians onsite.”
Cama says the variables in this 

solution demanded a digitalised 

solution. “This line benefits from 

our full Industry 4.0 offering and 

is one of the first to deploy our 

new AI-driven line supervisor 

software,” explains Rocca. 

“And, to keep uptime to an 

absolute maximum, it exploits 

our ‘toolless’ RFID-managed 

changeover solution and an 

automated gripper system, 

both of which help deliver some 

of the fastest batch-swap routines 
The digitalised approach also 

makes operator training, machine 

interactions and maintenance 

routines simpler, thanks to 

immersive augmented reality (AR). 

Interfacing a legacy
device with latest
systems is possible
A compact inline device that 
requires no mounting, the new 
DP2200 signal converter from 
ifm electronic takes a standard 
4-20 mA analogue signal – 
typically from a sensor – and 
converts it to an IO-Link digital 
signal. This makes it easy to 
interface legacy devices with 
more modern control systems. 
In addition, the converter features 
an integral four-digit display 
that provides a convenient local 
real-time readout of the incoming 
analogue signal value.

The DP2200 uses standard 
M12 connectors for input and 
output and is simply inserted 
into the signal line between the 
analogue input device and the 
control system. In most cases, 
it will be adequately supported 
by the cables and no additional 
mounting will be needed, which 
makes installation fast and
also straightforward.  
T 020 8213 0000
W www.ifm.com/uk

Ball screws offered
with short lead times
Offering competitive pricing and 
a fast turnaround, HepcoMotion’s 
new range of ball screws includes 
precision rolled ball screws, nuts 
and bearings housings, as well as 
high lead screws and miniature 
screws in a choice of screw 
diameters and pitches to suit 
a variety of applications. 
W www.hepcomotion.com

New ball screws are competitive
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Label rangemeets needsof all sectorsSupplier of complete 
labelling solutions including 

manufacturing and warehouse 

automation, barcoding, robotics 

and RFID systems AM Labels will 

be exhibiting at the PPMA Show 

for the eighth time. A variety of its latest 
technology including the 

affordable, entry-level LabelPack 

X-Sticker applicator and the 

programmable, fully automatic 

LabelPack Label X JR applicator 

will be demonstrated to show 

visitors how this range of 
wipe-on applicators can speed 

up their operations and increase 

efficiency at their sites. 
Also on show will be the 

LabelPack Panda print and apply 

system, the newest addition 

to the company’s portfolio. 

This system is a high 
performance, industrial solution 

that is designed to be integrated 

with print engines from 
various leading manufacturers, 

including SATO and Zebra. 
Intelligent devices for in-line

inspection and factory 
automation from Zebra Machine 

Vision Systems including smart 

vision sensors, smart cameras 

and industrial vision processors, 

will also be on the stand. As will 

a selection of colour label printers 

from leading manufacturers 

that can support businesses in 

producing their own high-quality 

labels in-house, including the 

Epson ColorWorks C7500G 

colour label printer. Label finishing systems and 

handheld solutions completes 

the PPMA Show display.
STAND A23W www.amlabels.co.uk

and it regularly tests 
sustainable materials 

on its equipment for 
a range of customer 

products. This has 
led to the launch of

IntegraMATERIALS, 
Intamac’s sister 

company, which 
will offer a range 

of sustainable packaging options. 
“Intamac has been 

running with a wide 
range of sustainable 

projects over the 
past year and the 

official launch of  
IntegraMATERIALS is 

a natural progression,” 
explains Tom Poston, 

sales manager at 
Intamac Packaging 

Systems. “We are already 

heavily involved with helping 

our customers source the 

right materials, so it made 

sense to develop this business 

and officially streamline 

the process,” he told 
Machinery Update.
STAND C32     W www.buckham.co.uk

 www.buckham.co.uk

hardware. Both machines 

will be fitted with IntegraJET 

ink jet systems which are 

capable of printing onto paper 

and laminates.Working with sustainable 

packaging materials has 

been at the core of Intamac 

Packaging Systems’ business 

over the past couple of years 

V isitors to the Intamac Packaging 
System’s stand at 

the PPMA Show will be 
able to see machinery 

running paper reels 
and discuss samples of 

sustainable packaging 
materials from its new 

sister company called 
IntegraMATERIALS.  

On show will be the 
popular IPS-420 mini 

vertical form, fill and 
seal (VFFS) machine, 

which runs a range 
of packaging formats 

including paper, and is 
designed for dispensing 

small dose liquids, 
powders and granule 

products into pillow 
packs. This compact 

unit is suitable for customers 

looking to pack efficiently 

and sustainably in confined 

spaces, says the company. 

The second machine on the 

stand will be a horizontal flow 

wrapper which is designed 

for a wide range of products 

such as snacks, cosmetics, 

baked goods, stationery and 

Range of equipment will
handle ‘green’ materials

IntegraMATERIALS launches at this year’s PPMA Show

PPMA Show Preview 

The gala evening at the PPMA Awards 2023 

in September includes top-flight entertainers

Leading the entertainment 

at the PPMA Awards gala 

evening on Tuesday 26 
September will be Romesh’s 

best mate and top comedian 

Rob Beckett. During the 

evening, mind-reader Alex 

Crow along with swing 
band and Britan’s Got Talent 

finalists JACK PACK will also 

entertain the guests.
Tables can be purchased 

for £110+VAT while a table 

of ten is £990+VAT, but 
hurry as there’s only a few 

remaining for the evening.    
W www.ppmashow.co.uk/awards/the-awards-night-2023-book-now

 www.ppmashow.co.uk/awards/the-awards-night-2023-book-now

Label range

handle ‘green’ materials



JANUARY/FEBRUARY
Dairy
With almost a quarter of dairy farmers “unsure” if they will continue producing 
milk after 2025 due to low prices not covering their costs or allowing them 
to invest in the future, the sector is facing issues which some believe are 
insurmountable. In light of this, if you have developed any processing and 
packaging equipment that you have supplied for butters and spreads, yogurts 
and desserts, cheese, milk and other drinks, please send in details.
Deadline: Monday 4 December

MARCH/APRIL
Meat, fi sh and other proteins
Squeezed incomes and record in� ation means UK consumers are eating 
slightly less meat, creating potential for affordable meat-free and vegetable-
forward launches. And the rise of veganism, vegetarianism, and � exitarianism 
has seen manufacturers launching products to capture consumer hunger 
for meat-free proteins. If you have been involved in any of these product 
developments or supplied the meat and/or � sh sectors, let us know.
Deadline: Friday 9 February

MAY/JUNE
Fresh Produce
Supply chain issues including shortages of some fresh fruit and vegetables 
earlier this year; labour shortages in many processing plants (and � elds) 
as well as spiralling costs have all combined to hit the sector hard. We would 
like to hear about any new machinery investments. Tell us what you have 
developed or supplied to this hard-pressed fresh food sector.
Deadline: Monday 1 April

Automation UK Preview
Last year’s inaugural event was a great success at the CBS Arena in Coventry 
and saw many key players in the robotics and systems integration � elds 
demonstrate their latest offerings to visitors. This second exhibition will build 
on this success by once again highlighting the importance of the sector to the 
UK economy during the two days. If you are at the show, send us details of your 
exhibit so that potential visitors will ensure they come to see you.
Deadline: Monday 22 April

Machine Vision Conference Preview
Last year saw the Machine Vision Conference (or MVC) move from Milton 
Keynes to be co-located with Automation UK at the CBS Arena in Coventry. 
It continues with its successful exhibition and presentation format, so let us 
know details of how you are taking part.
Deadline: Monday 22 April

JULY/AUGUST
Automation, robotics and vision systems
There’s still a range of legacy automation systems in operation in the UK that, 
because they don’t contain ‘smart’ features, probably need to be replaced 
(even if they are still functioning). The race to adopt digital technologies 
continues apace as does the development of AI-enabled systems IIoT  
and smart industrial innovations. Send us details of any new technology, 
equipment or services you have developed in this area to be included in this 
annual feature in which competition for editorial space is always � erce.
Deadline: Friday June 7

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
PPMA Show Preview
The PPMA Show has been the UK’s largest annual processing and packaging 
machinery exhibition for nearly 40 years and the event continues to go from 
strength to strength. Our major preview will highlight the latest technology 
that will be launched at the NEC-based show. Make sure you get details of 
your exhibit/demonstration to us early to ensure your inclusion.
Deadline: Friday 9 August

The road to net zero
The Beatles once sang about the long and winding road, and this certainly 
applies to manufacturers embarking on their own journeys towards net zero. 
This feature will be covering the very latest technologies, equipment and 
systems from PPMA members that are answering customer needs to achieve 
net zero in their businesses going forward.
Deadline: Friday 26 July

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER
Pharmaceuticals and healthcare
The pharmaceuticals and healthcare sectors are some of the most 
challenging industries with many unique hurdles to overcome, many of 
which PPMA member company technology can answer. There’s regulatory 
compliance, R&D costs, intellectual property, pricing pressures, supply chain 
management, data security, personalised medicines and innovation, to name 
but a few. If you have any new technology, or an interesting case study in this 
heavily regulated area, please let us know.
Deadline: Friday 4 October

PPMA Show Review
This will be a comprehensive review of the new technologies, equipment and 
services that were demonstrated at the NEC-based event.
Deadline: Monday 7 October

2024 IN-DEPTH FEATURES

Machinery Update prides itself on covering all types of processing and packaging, robotics and vision systems from the PPMA’s 550 
plus members each issue. We cover more machinery than any other trade journal, in more depth, and this focus is what keeps the 
magazine so popular with our readers. Issues-based reporting is also included each time.
Here, we have outlined our 2024 features plan which will see us take an in-depth look at various market sectors across the year. 
The trends, the equipment being installed, and the bene� ts delivered will be included as well as the very latest options being 
marketed across the board. We will also send out a copy call email ahead of each issue, so don’t ignore them!
If, however, your piece of equipment or service offer doesn’t � t into any of these categories, do no despair, as every issue of 
Machinery Update can take any kind of equipment at any time. This is thanks to our new machinery; installations; labelling, coding 
& marking and components sections which appear every issue and run to hundreds of pages across the year.
You should also send us news for our eBulletins which are emailed out to circa 42,000+ named individuals every other month, 
between printed magazines, in which we can use video content to complement photos so readers can see your machinery in action. 
As well as general bulletins, we also publish special sector versions covering a speci� c machine technology. In 2024, we will be 
writing about Inspection & Weighing in March; Wrapping in July and Filling in November.
Only PPMA members can appear on the editorial pages of Machinery Update or in our eBulletins – a free bene� t of your 
membership, so please don’t squander this promotional opportunity to talk to over 9,000 named recipients each time. 

Editorial in Machinery Update is a PPMA member-only advantage
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